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' «_Tam not for.... the Yeshivos who are very enthusiastic about forcing the people to teach all subjects in Yiddish, Gemara

etc. I am not enthusiastic about it, we are spending a lot of time to learn a new language and after they have learned it, they have a
language barrier, they cannot speak fluently, then are thinking in English, and it is a pity on the time loss, as I said before "the building
is burning!" it is not a normal time! and to say it a good way, it is a computer era, a computer must have the results in one second..”

To hear the actual recording of this Yechidus, double-click on this box >
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Reb Aron Dov Sufrin, of blessed memory, has served for nearly 40 years as Director of Education of Lubavitch
Foundation, London UK.

At a Yechidus, 20 Adar Sheni 5725 he presented the following Issue to the Rebbe:

Most of the children in our school (The school referred to is Lubavitch House School in London UK) speak English at
home. However in each class there are at least half the parents who would like their children to be taught in Yiddish, and
one child has left because of this. There are one or two others who may leave because we do not teach in Yiddish. On
the other hand, there are one or two who may take their children away to other schools if we do start teaching the
children in Yiddish, and it will also deter parents of the English and German type from sending their children to us. Yet
there is a possibility that if we would go over to teaching in Yiddish, a small percentage of frummer children may join our
school. Under the present system we have adopted we are introducing Yiddish into each class (as the Rebbe Shlita may
have noticed from the curriculum | handed in), but there is still dissatisfaction amongst some of the parents. We
therefore wish to know what our policy should be for running the school to teach in Yiddish or English.

The Rebbe’s Response:

Tell the parents who want everything taught in Yiddish that they most probably also want their children to grow up to be
shomrei Torah umitzvos, Torah observant Jews. If their children will be taught in Yiddish, which is a strange language to
them, they may develop distaste to everything they learn. This will affect them in the future development of their
personal Yiddishkeit (Judaism). It is appropriate to speak to them in Yiddish during their playtime, recess, breaks, or
when telling them a story as this will help expand their familiarity with the language; however, not when teaching them
formal Yiddishkeit subjects.
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